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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 


THE WORK OF THE ASSOCIATION’S 
PERMANENT EXECUTIVE STAFF 


5 page trustees and officers come and 


go. The Association’s real behind-the- 








scenes work, however, continues without 
interruption on account of changing ad- 
ministrations. 

Too few of our members are familiar 
with the activities of our permanent staff. 
These staff members, a number of whom 
have been with us for many years, are 





the backbone of our organization. For 
Bane Seen their conscientious work and unswerving 
loyalty they are entitled to the thanks of each of us. 

The Association occupies three large offices on the eleventh 
floor of the Rowan Building, 458 South Spring Street, Los Ange- 
les. When required by special events such as a judicial candidate 
plebiscite, extra space on a temporary basis is employed. 

Our permanent staff consists of our [Executive Secretary, J 
Louis Elkins, who has served us well for more than 23 years, 
and three able assistants, Mrs. Jean Mallory, who has been with 
us for more than 26 years, Miss Willie E. Wells, and Miss Velma 
Duncan. 

THE VOLUME OF BUSINESS HANDLED 

The amount of work transacted in our executive office is great 
and is increasing constantly. 

For example, during 1949 our office received and placed more 
than 42,000 telephone calls, or an average of almost 175 calls 
every working day. 

(Continued on page 405) 
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Date Line A. D. 2000, or 
What Will Happen to 
THE PRACTICE OF LAW IN 
THE NEXT FIFTY YEARS? 


By George Harnagel, Jr.* 


Epitor’s Note: In the year 2000 the Bulletin of the Bar Association of 
the City and County of Los Angeles will publish a series of scholarly articles 
on the progress of the law and its practice during the second half of the 
twentieth century. For the convenience of a number of our subscribers who 
may be unavailable at that time, the Bulletin submits herewith a preliminary 
draft of three of those articles. Drafts of additional articles will appear in 
subsequent issues. 

It will be understood that each of these drafts speaks as of the year 2000. 
Hence, although they deal with developments during the next fifty years, they 
do not do so as prophecy but much more reliably as history. 


THE SUPERIOR COURT 


¥ THE state court system, the most 
significant development of the past 
fifty years has been the multiplication 
of the branches of the Superior Court. 
In Los Angeles County, where the sys- 
tem of branch courts originated in the 
fourth decade of the century, there were 
by 1950 but 10 outlying branches of the 
Superior Court, all located in substantial 





centers of population outside the county 


George Harnagel, Jr. 


seat. A legislative restriction on branches 
within eight miles of each other slowed the process of fragmen- 
tation temporarily, but it gave way to the pressure of municipal 
pride which required branches in smaller and still smaller com- 
munities. The creation in 1972 of the City and County of Los 
Angeles and the consequent obliteration of municipal boundary 
lines again retarded the trend, but community pride soon took over 
where municipal pride left off with the result that every major 
intersection from San Pedro to Antelope Valley now has its own 
branch of the Superior Court complete with judge, clerk, bailiff, 
jail, law library and other appendages. 


*Associate Editor, Los ANGELES Bar BuLitetin. Member of the firm of McCutchen, 
Thomas, Matthew, Griffiths & Greene, with whom he has practiced since being admitted 
in 1927, first in San Francisco and since 1930 in Los Angeles. A.B., Grinnell, 1924; 
LL.B., Harvard, 1927. 


Copyright George Harnagel, Jr., 1950. 
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The exponents of judicial fragmentation saw, in 1995, the full 
fruition of their wishes with the establishment of a seasonal branch 
court at the Isthmus on Catalina Island to serve the summer colony 
there. (Avalon, of course, had received its own all-year branch 
many years before.) A year later witnessed the inauguration of 
two summer branch courts on wheels to serve the beach area, one 
running back and forth from Zuma to Malibu, and the other serving 
the south coast. In winter these judges merely put leather jackets 
under their robes, plop anti-freeze into the radiator and are ready 
to go on circuit among the snow and ski resorts of the county's 
back country. 


A corollary has been the atrophy of what was once the judicial 
core of the Superior Court system in Los Angeles County, an 
organization of some seventy departments in the central metropoli- 
tan area which one time overflowed the old City Hall, the former 
Halls of Justice and of Records and certain auxiliary buildings 
happily now extinct. At this time there remain but five “down- 
town” departments. They are all housed in a small section of a 
genteel but antiquated structure which is still referred to (pre- 
sumably because it has never been replaced) as “the new Court- 


” 


house,” although it now gives shelter to a conglomeration of gov- 
ernmental odds and ends.! The oldest members of the bar will 
recall that the selection of a location for this edifice from among 
several competing sites, all within a few blocks of each other, 
created a mild flurry just fifty years ago. Sic transit controversia 
mundi. 


Of the five remaining “downtown departments,” one—that of 
the Presiding Judge—is concerned solely with matters of personnel 
and administration, and employs besides the judge, three execu- 
tive assistants and two dozen assorted radio dispatchers, statisti- 
cians, secretaries and assorted attaches. The problems of this 
department are manifold. Sick call, for example, which is taken 
on the morning of every judicial day, discloses that as many as 
forty or more substitute jurists will be necessary to staff the far- 


1These include: The Aphis Control Section of the County Agricultural Commission, 
through whom the county supervisors send free insecticide to their constituents; the 
California Sesquicentennial Commission, whose activities are now in full flower; the 
California Centennial Commission, which has just received another < pons for 
the purpose of liquidating its affairs; the Pension Board for the Relief of faladjusted 
Descendants of Air Raid Wardens ‘of World War II, which is currently advertising 
for more customers; and the County Smog Control Commission, which will presently 
issue another optimistic progress report. 


(Continued on page 408) 
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DEPOSITIONS AS A STEP 
IN TRIAL PREPARATION 


By Stevens Fargo* 

HE volume and conduct of trials in 

our local courts demonstrate a need 
for the more frequent taking of deposi- 
tions in preparing for trial, and for 
more thoughtful planning for the taking 
of depositions. Far too many cases re- 
ceive candid appraisal in the courtroom, 
when had a deposition been taken, their 
value could have been determined months 





before, and an amicable settlement ef- 


Stevens Fargo 


fected. Even the careful lawyer, accus- 
tomed to state court practice, often overlooks the opportunity to 
obtain the deposition of a witness who is not a party to the 
action, but whose testimony may nevertheless make or break his 
opponent’s case. A recent decision is a reminder of counsel’s abso- 
lute right to take the testimony of any person who may be the 
only one able to testify to a certain fact.". A moment’s reflection 
will call to mind numerous witnesses in the experience of each 
of us who should have been stripped of shock effect by a ten 
minute deposition. Such witness may be almost anyone; an 
obscure employee of a party, a nurse or a doctor, for instance. 

There is often a vast amount of expensive padding in depo- 
sitions which results from a want of planning and experience, 
and often makes the resulting record too bulky and complex for 
ready use at the trial. Any trial man prefers one sharply im- 
peaching statement in a deposition to five similar admissions, 
which trail off into windy explanations. The great advantage of 
taking an early deposition of the adverse party lies in the oppor- 
tunity to direct his examination along the line of your own theory 
of the case; and this advantage is lost if you have formed no 
theory or fail to develop it at a gallop. 

The suggestions to follow may appear trite, but they are as 
fundamental to the lawyer facing trial as blocking to a backfield, 
and just as productive. 

*Mr. Stevens Fargo is a graduate of U. S. C. Law School (1928), Junior Vice 
President of the Los Angeles Bar Association, and a partner in Jennings & Belcher. 


which firm engages extensively in trial work. 
1Carnation Co. v. Superior Ct., 96 A. C. A. 139, 214 P. 2d 541. 
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PLANNING FOR THE DEPOSITION 


The deposition should be taken as early as the issues have 
heen framed and your theory of the case has been formulated ; 
probably within six weeks or so after the service of the last 
pleading. The mechanical arrangements for the taking of a 
deposition offer an excellent opportunity to determine whether 
your adversary counsel is a gentleman. Exceptional circum- 
stances may require the issuance of a subpoena for deposition 


a 


concurrently with the summons, commanding appearance of 
defendant within a scant six days of the commencement of the 
suit (a procedure seemingly permissible under C. C. P. 2021), 
but the lawyer who so arranges his opponents’ depositions as 
a usual practice deserves the reciprocal discourtesies which he 
vill receive. A subpoena should rarely be required for produc- 
tion of party represented by counsel. A telephone call should 
suffice to arrange a date convenient to all concerned; the attorney 
seeking the deposition should bear in mind that he is being 
spared much paper work and accept a reasonable delay, and the 
attorney for the witness should appreciate being consulted for a 
suitable date and be vigilant to see that the appointment is kept. 
It is no major victory to cause the parties to journey to your 
office ; the place is immaterial so long as the physical condition of 
the parties be considered and your opponent be impressed with 
vour desire to meet him more than halfway. The whole tenor 
of the lawsuit—indeed, your reputation at the courthouse, may 
he established by the manner in which you arrange your depo- 
sitions. 

The date being arranged and reporter called, thought should 
he given to the examination itself. Although some able lawyers 
write out their questions in detail, most of us find it sufficient to 
rely on an outline of the points to be covered in sufficient detail 
that nothing important will be overlooked. Very few lawyers 
can make their ablest examination without the protection of a 
few notes; there is excitement in the examination of any witness 
and this may lead to carelessness. It is mortifying to remember 
that you should have asked whether modifying agreements are 
claimed while returning to your office. In preparing the outline, 
questions eliciting facts supporting your theory of the case should 


(Continued on page 414) 
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Compiled from the Daily Journal of August, 1925 
By A. Stevens Halsted, Jr., Associate Editor 





TEPHEN G. LONG, former United 

States Commissioner now residing 
at Long Beach, and Charles Wallace, 
Long Beach attorney, have been ap- 
pointed Judges of the new Municipal 
Court for the beach city by Governor 
Richardson. Former Justices of the 
Peace Charles Cook and W. S. Brayton 
and former Police Judge Fred Helwig 
will be the other new municipal 





A. Stevens Halsted, Jr. judges. The trio were automatically 
elevated when the new court system was recently adopted 
by Long Beach. 

a 

Seventy-four candidates for admission to practice law 
passed the recent examination. Of the successful applicants, 
only one, Mabel Clausen, was a woman. Among others who 
were successful are Paul Raymond Cote, Phillip Barry Bren- 
nen, Bayard R. Rountree, David Tannenbaum, Alfred Emil 
Paonessa, Albert Parker and John D. Fredericks, Jr. 

* * * 

W. E. Dunn, well known Los Angeles attorney and vice- 
president of the Los Angeles Railway Co., died suddenly. He 
was identified with the Henry E. Huntington interests for 
many years. Mr. Dunn was Deputy District Attorney of Los 
Angeles County from 1887 to 1891 and City Attorney for four 
years thereafter. Mr. Dunn was active in Southern California 
politics for many years. At the time of his death, he was a 
member of the law firm of Gibson, Dunn & Crutcher. 
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Capital stock of California corporations must be divided 
into shares of a like par value, the Supreme Court has held. 
The 1927 amendment to the Civil Code, known as Section 
290a, is unconstitutional, since the State Constitution requires 
that a corporation’s capital stock cannot have both par and 
no par value stock. The Court held that the constitutional 
provisions for relative voting rights of stockholders and pro- 
portionate stockholder’s liability require that the capitaliza- 
tion of corporations be represented by shares of a single par 
value. 

* * x 


A new legal organization in Los Angeles has been formed, 
to be known as the Justinian Club, with the purpose of its 
lawyer-members meeting socially and discussing means of 
promoting the ends of speedier and equitable justice. W. H. 
Anderson has been elected president, and James F. Moroney, 
Deputy County Counsel, is the secretary-treasurer. The 
group will meet semi-monthly at luncheon. Included on the 
board of governors are Louis G. Guernsey, Samuel W. Mc- 
Nabb, United States attorney; Louis Canepa, Raymond I. 
Turney, United States Commissioner; Judge James H. Pope, 
Harold L. Davis, Deputy District Attorney; George Denni- 
son, Deputy State Inheritance Tax Attorney; Leo Aggeler, 
Public Defender; Paul B. D’Orr and Woodson Wallace. 


* * * 


Both civil and criminal actions filed in the Los Angeles 
Superior Court for the last fiscal year show an increase over 
previous years, reports County Clerk L. E. Lampton. There 
were 26,144 civil actions filed and 2616 criminal actions. The 
largest number of civil actions involved foreclosure of me- 
chanics’ liens, numbering 4321. There were 540 suits to fore- 
close mortgages on real estate. 


, = a 


Oscar Lawler, prominent Los Angeles lawyer, has been ap- 
pointed campaign chairman of the forthcoming second annual 
campaign of the Community Chest. The Chest collects and 
distributes funds for 125 social welfare agencies. 


(Continued on page 421) 
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THE CITY ATTORNEYS OF LOS ANGELES 
By Leon Thomas David* 
VIL. 
THE FIGHT FOR THE RAILROADS 


a THE years 1870-1880 the City of 
Los Angeles, with a population of ap- 
proximately 10,000 souls, had no claim 
to prominence. The development of oil 
and of citrus groves was rudimentary. 
The only commodity of which there was 
any surplus for export was wine. Weekly 
steamers left San Pedro for San Fran- 


cisco. <A telegraph line to San Francisco 





had just been completed. Stock raising 


Leon Thomas David 


had been dealt a death blow by drought. 
The City had been forced to issue serip in discharge of its munici- 
pal indebtedness. 

In spite of all this, there were those who believed Los Angeles 
had a future. That future depended on the development of roads 
and railroads to the outer world. 

The opening chapter of such development was the construction 
of a railroad line, the Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad, from 
its Los Angeles terminal at Alameda and Commercial Streets to 
San Pedro. The voters of the City and of the County authorized 
the issuance of bonds in aid of the venture and took stock in return. 
Contrary to predictions the line did not go bankrupt. The fare 
for a passenger going to San Pedro was $2.50, and freight rates 
were somewhat in proportion. With this venture started, the 
Los Angeles & Independence Railroad was organized. It was 
planned that it should go from Santa Monica to Inyo County and 
thence on to Salt Lake. The road reached Los Angeles. 

The vear 1869 marked the driving of the last spike on the trans- 
continental railroad, the Union Pacific. The Texas & Pacific Rail- 
road was surveying a route into San Diego. The Atlantic & 
Pacific Railroad was considering a link from Santa Barbara to 
San Francisco. None of the plans included Los Angeles. 


*Of the Los Angeles Bar. For a brief biographical sketch of Mr. David, see 25 
0). 


Los ANGeLes Bar Butvetin, 226 (April, 1950) 
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The problems connected with the locations of the railroads 
were to engage the attention of a number of men who served the 
City as City Attorney. These were Andrew J. King (1866-1868), 
Col. Charles H. Larrabee (1868-1869), Frank H. Howard (1870- 
1872), A. W. Hutton (1872-1876), and Col. John F. Godfrey 
(1876-1880). 


In addition to these men one of the prominent figures in the 
controversies was H. K. S. O'Melveny. On the minutes of the 
City Council his signature as President stands out large and bold. 
As revealed by the City records, it was he who earnestly con- 
tended that Los Angeles should not temporize with branch-line 
connections, but should demand to be included on the transconti- 
nenta! lines. 

So far as the railroads were concerned, there was every indi- 
cation that Butterfield’s transcontinental stages, leaving Los An- 
geles three times a week, would continue to be the main link with 
the outside world. But the city fathers and citizens generally 
had other ideas. Emissaries of the famous Big Four. Crocker, 
Stanford, Huntington and Hopkins, consulted with the local gov- 
ernmental bodies. These sessions were stormy. Crocker, after 
one session with the City Council, walked out stating that so far 
as he was concerned, grass could grow in the streets of Los 
\ngeles. 

To build a railway line into Los Angeles, the Southern Pacific 
Railroad demanded a contribution amounting to approximately 
5% of the assessed valuation of the county, a right of way, a sixty 
acre depot site, and the stock in the Los Angeles & San Pedro 
Railroad as well. At first blush it is no wonder that Mr. Crocker 
was received in rather a rude manner. To any demurrer to the 
proposal, the railroad pointed to the existing plan, which called 
for a direct line across the Mojave Desert into San Bernardino 
and thence north, and to the mountain ranges through which long 
and costly tunnels would have to be constructed to link Los Ange- 
les and San Francisco. 

Opinion was divided but finally the voters accepted the propo- 
sition and agreed to turn over the railroad stock, while the city 
provided a depot site. Col. Charles H. Larrabee, who had pur- 
chased much realty in the town, took the stump in support of the 


(Continued on page 419) 








394 


Los ANGELES Bar BULLETIN 


WHAT’S NEW AT THE LOS ANGELES 
COUNTY LAW LIBRARY 


ASBECK. 


Bowe. 

Burpy. 

BUREAU OF NATIONAL 
AFFAIRS, INC. 

BURNS. 

CHRIST. 


COHEN. 


COIGNE. 
FIFOOT. 


FRANK. 


FREUND. 


FRIEDMANN. 
GARD. 


HARDWICKE. 
Howe. 
HUGIN. 
Jacoss. 
KONEFSKY. 


LeEvI. 


Monatt & KRAWITzZ. 


Moore. 
O’HARA. 


The universal declaration of human rights 


and its predecessors (1679-1948). 1949. 


Tax planning for estates. 1949. 


3usiness law of California. 2d ed. 1949. 
Handbook for pension planning. 1949. 
Congress on trial. 1949. 

Law of contracts, notes and checks. 1949. 


Materials and problems on _ legislation. 
1949, 
1948. 


History and sources of the common law. 
1949. 


Statute making. 


(Eng.). 
1949, 
On understanding the Supreme Court. 


1949. 


Courts on trial. 


2d ed. 
1949. 


Anti-trust laws, ete. v. 


Legal theory. 1949, (Eng.) 
Frontier justice. 
unit operation of 


1948. 


Readings in American legal history. 1949. 


of oil and gas pools 


Private international trade regulatory ar- 


rangements and the anti-trust laws. 
1949, 
Outline of theatre law. 1949. 
Constitutional world of Mr. Justice 


1949. 
An introduction to legal reasoning. 1949. 
1949, 


Moore’s judicial code. Commentary. 1949. 
1949, 


Frankfurter. 


1950 Tax atlas. 


Introduction to criminalistics. 
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PELLARD. 
REGAN. 


SEAVEY. 
WorRMSER. 


SILVERBERG. 
SOUTHWESTERN LEGAI, 
FOUNDATION. 


TOULMIN. 


WAYNE. 


WENDELL. 


WENZELL. 
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Lawyer’s tax manual. 1949. 

Doctor and patient and the law. 2d ed. 
1949, 

Studies in agency. 1949. 

The law. 1949. 

How to take a case before the National 
Labor Relations Board. 1949. 

Proceedings of the lst annual institute on 
oil and gas laws. 1949. 

Anti-trust laws of the United States. 7 
vols. 1949, 

This is the law. 1949. 

The relations between federal and state 


courts. 1949, 


Legal photography. 1948. 











Always on call- 
estate specialists 


The many lawyers who recommend 
California Trust Company as executor do 
so with good reason. They know and 

rely on the smooth procedures that can 
be put into motion by a single phone 
call. Problems of estate settlement, 
collections, and hundreds of minor 
details are quickly brought under control 
when our many specialists take over. 
Call California Trust Company today. 


CALIFORNIA TRUST COMPANY 


( OWNED BY CALIFORNIA BANK ) 
629 South Spring Street + Telephone Michigan 0111 
Trust Service Exclusively 
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Brothers- In-Law 


And What They Are Doing in 
OTHER BAR ASSOCIATIONS 


By George Harnagel, Jr., Associate Editor 


The Detroit Bar Association reports that its Glee Club, or- 
ganized a year ago, is “coming along fast.” 

An unauthorized-practice-of-law suit instituted by the Hen- 
nepin County Bar Association against two Minneapolis trust 
companies has been settled, after months of negotiation, by 
an agreement which prescribes detailed limitations upon the 
activities of the trust companies. 

The North Carolina State Bar is studying the activities of 
banks and trust companies in that state with respect to trusts, 
wills and related matters. 

The Tuscarawas County (Ohio) Bar Association has insti- 
tuted “an all-out crackdown” on the unauthorized practice of 
law that has resulted in injunction suits against a justice of 
the peace, a notary public, five insurance agents and a real 
estate broker. 

The “Shingle” of the Philadelphia Bar Association is the 
sprightliest association publication that comes to our desk. 
It completely dispels the notion that there is something stuffy 
about the Philadelphia lawyer. 

* * * 

In his four-minute inaugural address as president of the 
Cleveland Bar Association, Mare J. Grossman landed short, 
hard jolts on Cleveland’s racketeers, citizens, newspapers, and 
its lawyers and judges also. Of the latter he said: “The 
bench and bar cannot demand respect—they must engender 
and deserve it.” 

* * x 
The Cuyahoga County (Ohio) Bar Association has insti- 


tuted a series of field trips to acquaint the new attorney with 
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the procedure, personnel, and functions of the various depart- 
ments of its judicial system. 
* * * 

The by-laws of the Illinois State Bar Association have been 
amended to provide for five special classes of Patron Mem- 
berships with annual dues ranging from $25 to $250. The 
excess over the regular dues of $15 goes to a trust fund for 
the acquisition of permanent headquarters at Springfield. 

* * * 

When a county bar association has the county probate judge 
enjoined from counseling interested parties in matters pending 
in her court and from assisting them in the preparation of pe- 
titions, claims and other papers, that should be news. The 
County Bar Association of Menominee, Michigan, has done 
just that to Judge Katherine Stiles Laughton. In Michigan, it 
seems, the probate judges do not need to be lawyers and her 
honor was not one. Her conduct was therefore held to con- 
stitute the illegal practice of law and neither the fact that she 
made no charge nor the further fact that she was merely fol- 
lowing a custom of long standing among the state's probate 
judges was accepted as a defense. 
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THE PRESIDENT’S PAGE 
(Continued from page 385) 

Our executive staff received and banked during said vear 7562 
checks, totalling more than $141,000. These checks included not 
only dues collections, monthly luncheon receipts, but also premium 
payments on account of the Group Accident and Health Insurance 
which more than half of our members carry. 

During 1949 the Association personnel processed more than 
21,000 pieces of mail exclusive of several thousand personally clic- 
tated and prepared letters. 

During said period the Board of Trustees held 33 meetings 
while Standing and Special Committees met 62 times. In addi- 
tion, there were regular monthly meetings of the Association and 
the December Hi-Jinks. The Junior Barristers held 10 regular 
monthly meetings attended only by their members. All of the 
arrangements for these gatherings were made and supervised by 
our executive personnel. 

Our Lawyers Reference Service alone requires practically all 
the time of one employee. As the number of registrants in this 
service increases and its scope of usefulness is enlarged. more time 
and effort will be required. 

OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICE PERSONNEL 

Mr. J. Louis ELixins. Lou, as he is affectionately known 
to every member of our Association, is the right hand of 
every trustee and officer. 

In addition to general office supervision, he acts as secre- 
tary to the Board of Trustees, attends all Board meetings, 
prepares Board minutes, supervises correspondence pertain- 
ing to matters acted upon by the Board. 

Each year when committee appointments are made, he 
drafts personal letters of appointment for the signature of 
the then President to each of the approximately 325 committee 
chairmen and members. 

He also attends all meetings of the BULLETIN Committee, 
our Lawyers Reference Service, Los Angeles Bar Associa- 
tion Endowment Corporation, Jinks Committee, and upon re- 
quest or suggestion meets with other committees and com- 
mittee chairmen. 

He also handles non-routine correspondence, supervises all 
plebiscites involving candidates for judicial office, the annual 
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ballot for the election of officers, proceedings for amendments 
to the Constitution and By-Laws and kindred matters. 

Mrs. JEAN Mauuory. Mrs. Mallory, who has served the 
Association for more than 26 years, handles all matters per- 
taining to membership, including the mailing of dues notices, 
banking dues when received, and the preparation of mem- 
bership lists. She maintains a record of the classifications 
of all members, in itself no mean task since these classifica- 
tions are constantly changing. 

In addition, she handles our Group Accident and Health 
Insurance Plan. This requires collection of premiums, credit 
to the appropriate individual account, and the paying over of 
the money so received to the broker or underwriter. 

Miss Wituie E. Weiis. Miss Wells is in charge of all 
matters relating to our monthly meetings, including the mail- 
ing of notices and tickets, banking of monies received, and 
preparation of statistical data relative to this important phase 
of our activities. 

She is also in charge of matters pertaining to our Lawyers 
Reference Service and spends a major portion of her time 
in this very important activity. 

Miss VELMA DuNncAN. Miss Duncan is in charge of the 
hooks of account, the proper allocation of receipts and dis- 
bursements. Under adequate auditing supervision she pre- 
pares monthly and yearly summaries of income and expense, 
funds on hand, and related matters. 

Miss Duncan also issues checks, pays bills, prepares all 
State and Federal information returns and is custodian of 
our general files. In addition, she takes care of much of the 
special correspondence required by our many activities. 

I am sure that our members will realize that the above sketch 
is merely a skeleton outline of some of the activities of our 
Association and the work of our permanent staff. 

In any event it is clear that our executive office is the heart of 
our organization. Under instructions from the trustees it spends 
our money. The membership should know what the office does 
and who runs it. In a large part its efficiency will be determined 
by the interest which our members take in the performance by 
it of its day to day work. 

DANA LATHAM. 
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PRACTICE OF LAW IN A. D. 2000 


(Continued from page 387) 
flung branch system. Charts in the top secret file of the chief 
statistician indicate that the incidence of disabling illness hits its 
peak with the opening of the fishing season, drops off to almost 
nothing on pay day. 

The other four downtown departments are devoted solely to a 
consideration of the innumerable problems of jurisdiction and 
venue which have arisen in the operation of the multiple branch 
court system. For a while a sixth judge operated out of the 
downtown headquarters and was assigned, in the interest of public 
peace and quiet, to roving duty in Pershing Square. Since the 
first half of the century it has been a center of forensic and fre- 
quently clamorous contention and it was thought that it might be 
helpful to have a Superior Court Judge on duty to settle the more 
heated arguments. It was a noble experiment, but it failed. It 
developed that the contentious denizens of the Square didn’t really 
want to have anything settled. 


PROBATE PRACTICE 

In 2000, as in 1950, we can be sure of death and taxes, but 
there have been vast changes in both probate and tax practice. 
The developments in the latter field are dealt with in another 
chapter. 

The incredible progress of medicine during the last quarter of 
the century has not been an unmixed blessing to the probate law- 
ver. While, instead of the former “three score years and ten,” 
he now looks forward to “four score years and ten” along with 
everybody else, the trouble is just that—everybody else is doing 
the same. This means that much of his best business has been 
deferred for a decade. In fact, the almost overnight effect of 
certain super-miracle drugs introduced in the late eighties created 
virtually a ten year void in the probate field and it looked for a 
while that certain centers of this practice such as Pasadena, Bev- 
erly Hills, Palm Springs, La Jolla and Santa Barbara would be- 
come legal ghost towns. 

Their survival as centers of legal practice is probably due to 
the timely adoption by the California legislature of the Uniform 
Pre-Administration Act. Under this Act wills may be admitted 
to probate before death. It provides for two different procedures 
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in this connection. In one the will is filed but its contents are 
not divulged until the death of the testator. In the other the will 
is both filed with the court and recorded in the office of the 
County Recorder. 

The first procedure, commonly known as “blank willing,” pro- 
vides only for judicial establishment of due execution, testamen- 
tary capacity, and freedom from duress, undue influence and the 
like, all prior to the death of the testator. The second procedure, 
known to the trade as “open willing,” provides in addition for a 
determination as to the nature of the testator’s property, the identity 
of his heirs presumptive, and any other matters upon which the 
validity of the dispositive provisions of the will may depend. 

These are both im rem proceedings and the notice requirements 
are quite stringent. They have put a considerable crimp in the 
will-contest practice, but on balance have created considerably 
more legal business than they have eliminated. 

Along with longevity, another adverse factor clouding the fu- 
ture of the probate practitioner, is the trend to smaller estates. 
It is estimated that the combined and continuing impact of high 
income and death taxes will, within the next fifty vears, leave 
few estates worth the trouble of putting through the probate mill. 
Even as of now, in this year of reckoning, A. D. 2000, it must be 
admitted that the day of high probate fees is definitely a thing of 
the past. 

A third bugaboo of the probate bar is the ever-increasing pres- 
sure of the public administrators’ and public guardians’ lobby for 
a larger share of the remaining probate business. Created origi- 
nally to handle estates, usually trifling ones, where there were no 
interested private parties available for the purpose, the offices of 
public administrator and public guardian have long outgrown their 
modest and utilitarian origin. For years the private bar endeav- 
ored unsuccessfully to secure for close but non-resident relatives 
the right to nominate an administrator of a decedent's estate. 
Strange though it may seem, it was frustrated at every turn by 
the influence of the public administrators of the several counties. 
The servants of the public had become its masters. Few discerned 
in those early days that this was the beginning of the socialization 
of the practice of law, a process now making alarming encroach- 
ments in many other fields as well. 

(Continued on page 411) 
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All hope of securing the salutary change mentioned above is 
gone. Indeed, the private bar is now definitely on the defensive. 
Currently it is engaged in a desperate fight to keep the public 
administrators from moving in on all intestacies' At the 1999 
session of the legislature a bill giving them preferential rights to 
letters of administration in all cases of intestacy was narrowly 
defeated. We have it on good authority that the same bill will 
be pressed at the session to be held later this year, with some new 
frills added, among them a provision which would make it man- 
datory to appoint the public administrator as special administrator 
in all will contest cases. 

During the middle seventies the probate practice was enlivened 
by problems of heirship arising out of artificial insemination and 
it looked like this might develop into a lucrative branch of probate 
practice. Unfortunately, however, it never got to be a volume 
business. For some reason or other artificial insemination never 
really caught on with the public. 


TAX PRACTICE 

Beginning in a more or less modest fashion on March 1, 1913, 
income tax practice burgeoned into a thing of beauty during the 
succeeding fifty vears under the stimulus of ever higher rates and 
lower exemptions. Even a man of modest income, salaried or 
otherwise, could not afford to go without the services of a tax 
expert. 

Then the first blow fell. It was just a little thing in a way, 
but it had tragic and far-reaching consequences for the tax bar. 

It started harmlessly enough in the device of withholding taxes 
of employees at the source. Then the principle of withholding 
was applied to many other types of income: rents, royalties, divi- 
dends, interest and so on. As tax rates moved higher and ever 
higher, the withholding rates went up also. They touched 75%, 
then 85% for some taxpayers. And then, in the interests of 
simplification of administration, the final, logical step was taken. 
3y amendment adopted with little debate and by voice vote, the 
withholding rate was raised to 100%. Thoughtfully the Congress 
attached a proviso that the Commissioner should transmit to each 
“taxpayer” such portion of his withheld income 


“ 


as ta the Commissioner may seem just and 
reasonable, not exceeding, however, the excess remaining 
after first deducting a tax estimated by the Commissioner 
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according to the maximum effective rate applicable to 
such taxpayer, together with interest at 6% per annum 
from the date of such transmittal to such date (to be 
estimated by the Commissioner) as the taxpayer’s liabil- 
ity may be finally determined by the Commissioner.” 
Of course, where the estimated tax plus interest exceeds the 100% 
withholding, the taxpayer receives a bill for the deficiency. 


This device of 100% withholding at the source has eliminated 
the need for income tax returns for most people and with it the 
bread-and-butter business of thousands of tax experts. Much of 
their soup, salad, entree and dessert business has also gone the way 
of all flesh as the result of other developments. 


One of these was the successive enlargement of the Commis- 
sioner’s power to make ex parte determinations which, if not 
conclusive in legal theory, have become so in practical effect. 

The elimination of depreciation and depletion as deductions 
from gross income was a simple measure that with one stroke 
enhanced the federal revenue and lopped off a large and fruitful 
area of litigation. This measure, incidentally, was opposed even 
more vigorously by the Internal Revenue Agents Guild than by 
the business community, for the Guild saw that a threat to job 
security was involved. Its support was won, however, by an 
equally simple device. A rider was attached to the new tax bill 
which provided that all employees of the Treasury Department 
who might be thrown out of work by it or by any other measure 
should have twelve months severance pay and be immediately 
transferred to the staff of the Anti-Business Commission (dis- 
cussed in another chapter of this survey) at an increase in grade 
and pay. 

[t is no wonder that, with the enthusiastic backing of the Guild, 
the next Congress abolished all deductions and exemptions and 
based the tax on gross income. The constitutionality of this meas- 
ure was promptly sustained by the Supreme Court and the country 
had its first simple and thoroughly understandable income tax law. 


It also had a totally unemployed income tax bar, which promptly 
reversed its field and went to work for the Anti-Business Commis- 
sion along with most of its old antagonists in the Income Tax Unit 


of the Bureau of Internal Revenue. 


(This series will be continued in an early issue) 
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DEPOSITIONS IN TRIAL PREPARATION 


(Continued from page 389) 
be noted, and every effort made to pin down the witness to as 
narrow a version of his own theory as may be possible. Of 
course, whether the answers be favorable or not, it is your task 
to uncover all the facts. 

Since damage actions for personal injury sustained in auto- 
mobile collisions are so numerous, an outline is suggested which 
may be useful in examining either a plaintiff or a defendant in 
such a case. Actions in contract, and special proceedings such as 
eviction or divorce, vary so greatly in their issues as to make a 
suggested outline impractical. 

PERSONAL HISTORY 

Name and address. Age. Spouse’s name—business of both. (In 
cases involving death or loss of services, time and place of mar- 
riage.) Ownership of car and consent to operation. Agency of 
driver for other occupants. License. Past accidents and suits. 
HAPPENING OF ACCIDENT 

Description in witness’ own words. Location of both cars when 
first saw vehicle of other party. Speed of each. Position as to 
center of street or as to nearest curbline. Physical surroundings— 
obstructions to view, signals, stop signs, surface of street, weather. 
Lights on vehicles. Condition of brakes. Did either car turn, 
signal, sound horn, apply brakes or make noise of brakes. What 
parts collided. How far did each move and where come to rest. 
What happened to occupants. Any evidence of liquor. 
AFTER HAPPENING 

Position of cars. Skidmarks and debris. Extent of damage. 
How long remain at scene. How active were the injured; what 
emergency treatment and by what means removed from scene. Con- 
versations, especially with police officers. 
INJURIES 

Full description of injuries and treatment. Names and addresses 
of doctors and nurses. Bills rendered and how much actually paid. 
X-ray and medicine. Hospital bills. Time in bed. When first out- 
doors. How long pains continued. How nervousness shows itself. 
Any examination by doctor prior to accident for insurance, employ- 
ment, etc. 
DAMAGE 

What employment during several years. What dependents. What 
income tax. When back to work. How complete is recovery— 
what activity still prevented. Where car repaired and how much. 

Experience may render so elaborate an outline unnecessary. 


The chief merit of any outline is to free the examiner’s mind of 
concern for the essentials of the examination and permit the taking 
of instant advantage of any unexpected opportunity that may offer 
itself. 

What has been said thus far has been directed to preparation 
by the counsel making the examination. Something should be 
said regarding preparation of a witness for examination. It is 
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not only improper but silly to try to drill a witness in a prepared 
story—he is never convincing and often appears to be a deliberate 
liar when he could be a convincing witness if allowed to testify 
in his natural manner. However, it must be remembered that 
most witnesses are undergoing their first cross-examination. They 
are apprehensive concerning their cases, and their conception of 
barrister behavior is gained from movie courtroom scenes and 
crime programs on the radio. They are entitled to know that the 
procedure is usual and proper; that you will be present to protect 
against any abuse; and that they will have no serious difficulty if 
they listen to the questions, make sure they understand them, and 
answer them as briefly as possible. The garrulous witness needs 
a word of caution as does the smart-aleck bent on outwitting the 
opposition. The latter should be told bluntly that he is about to 
deal with an expert in debate who has all the rules on his side, 
and thus be saved certain humiliation. Important dates and times 
may well be reviewed, and it is often helpful to send the witness 
to revisit an important scene. If the witness still shows trepida- 
tion, try showing him an actual transcript of a deposition in an- 
other case. 


TAKING THE DEPOSITION 

Neither counsel should be reluctant to stipulate that a prospec- 
tive witness be excluded from the room while another witness is 
heing interrogated. While it is true that a party has a right to be 
present during all stages of the proceeding, his willingness to give 
his independent version of the occurrence is an index to his good 
faith. Insistence that a party remain present throughout an entire 
proceeding usually evaporates when it is proposed that his depo- 
sition be taken first and in the presence of his opponent. 

The simplest language should be used in putting a question. 
An examination in which counsel has used even fairly common 
terms may be useless for impeachment purposes. It is frequently 
possible for the apparently impeached witness to explain in court 
with candor that he thought “prior” meant “after” and that “sub- 
sequent” meant “before.” Such explanation may be true and it 
is almost certain to be accepted by at least a part of the jury. If 
other than the very simplest language is to appear in the deposition, 
let it come from the mouth of the witness. The examination must 
be keyed to the witness; if he has a ready frankness about him, 
it is only necessary to take his story, bearing down on favorable 
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responses to make sure of them. Remember, that while a witness 
may change the answer in the transcript, he can’t change your 
question. If this happens- 
“QO. How fast were you driving as you passed the 
schoolhouse? A. Thirty-five miles’ per hour.” 
you may find the witness changing the estimate down to fifteen 
miles per hour on sober reflection and reading the cold print, later 
explaining that the reporter must have misunderstood. He will 
have more trouble correcting himself if you ask him a few more 
questions like this— 
“OQ. For how far had you travelled at 30 miles per 
hour before reaching the schoolhouse ? 
Q. How far did you travel at 35 miles per hour after 
passing the schoolhouse before changing your speed ? 
©. Had you reduced your speed to 35 miles per hour 
just before reaching the schoolhouse ?” 
The witness with a prepared story almost invariably falters when 
asked a question relating to some incident midway of his re- 
cital; with such witnesses it is often useful to take a parallel 
line of inquiry. For instance, if he has a pat narrative involving 
distances stated in feet or yards, he may have trouble relating the 
same story in terms of car lengths or portions of a block. One 
common difficulty encountered on depositions is presented by the 
extremely talkative witness who enjoys being the center of at- 
tention and refuses to give direct answers. If there be a cure 
for this type of trouble, it probably lies in posing short direct 
questions capable of like answers, and patiently insisting upon the 
direct answer. When such witnesses are interrupted, as must of 
necessity occur, it creates an unfortunate record for impeachment 
purposes. The hysterical witness should simply be dealt with 
politely and patiently with necessary pauses for drinks of water; 
and avoidance, as much as possible, of return to the subject 
which causes the hysteria, usually a death or a severe fright. If 
the hysteria is self-induced, it is often cured by the examiner's 
suggestion that the deposition be adjourned to another day when 
the witness shall be more collected. 


Save as to the form of the question, that it be leading or 
suggesting, objections are reserved until time of trial. It thus 


becomes unnecessary and a waste of time to state an objection 
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unless the objection shall be followed by an instruction that the 
witness shall not answer the question. If counsel for the witness 
be sure of his position, he should state clearly the ground for 
his objection and then say to the witness: “You are not to 
answer the question except to say that you refuse to answer 
upon my advice.” Counsel may then stipulate that if the question 
were put to the witness by the lawyer, he would refuse to answer 
upon advice of counsel and the Code provision for obtaining a 
court ruling may be invoked. These provisions have been greatly 
simplified by the amendment to C. C. P. 1991. So far as counsel 


are concerned, this is accomplished by the following statement : 
“Please notify this witness 


1. That on , the . day of 

ene e | eee eee ....o' Clock M. of said day, 
in the Superior Court of the State of California, in and 
for the County of Los Angeles, you will report to the 
Court in Department 34 thereof in the City Hall in Los 
\ngeles County the refusal of this witness to answer the 
questions, and each of them, heretofore upon this deposi- 
tion asked of this witness and which he has refused to 
answer. 

2. That at said time, or as soon thereafter as counsel 
may be heard, application will be made to said Court for 
an order directing this witness to answer said questions, 
and each of them; and 


3. That this witness is required to attend said session 
of Court, at said time and place, to wit, 
the day of Pe p ME. ..2..22:..00 COCK M., 119 


Department 34 of the Superior Court of the State of 
California, in and for the County of Los Angeles in the 
City Hall in Los Angeles County.” 

Note: That Section 1991, C. C. P., provides that the 
date of Court sessions must be not less than 5 days nor 
more than 20 days from the date of the refusal of the 
witness to answer. 

A competent reporter will then comply with this request and 
furnish a transcript thereof to the Clerk, and at the hearing the 
validity of the objection will be determined. Extensive argument 
on the record between counsel upon objections is entirely out of 
order, although it is sometimes useful for counsel to go off the 
record and discuss the propriety of the pending question. Agree- 


ments are often reached upon such discussion. 
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It is poor policy for counsel for the witness to examine his own 
client. This is usually done for one of three purposes; to permit 
the witness to correct an obvious error, as when he says “left” 
and means “right”; in which case, he will nearly always cling to 
his erroneous statement and make matters worse; to bring out 
some point overlooked by examining counsel, usually resulting in 
vast assistance to the other side; and to elaborate claims of pain 
and suffering ; which effort means absolutely nothing in proof of 
damage and simply advises the other side that a build-up is being 
attempted. 


An “excluding” question is a useful device on depositions. 
For instance, if the witness has testified to three conversations, 
he should be asked: 

“©. Have you had any conversation with the plaintiff 
except upon the occasions you have related: March 10, 
March 21 and April 1, 1950?” 

or, if he has testified to being struck in the nose and the left eye, 
he may be asked: 

“©. Did you receive any injury in this occurrence ex- 
cept that which you have related to your nose and left 
eye? 

Negative answers to such questions are very comforting as they 
close the door to claims in the courtroom of additional matters. 
Most courts and juries look askance at anything claimed that 
has been thus excluded. 


Each lawyer, of course, has his own ideas upon the subject of 
depositions and the manner of taking them. The foregoing sug- 
gestions are offered merely as guiding principles which have been 
found valuable by one lawyer. 
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THE CITY ATTORNEYS 


(Continued from page 393) 


acceptance of the railroad’s proposition. Chinamen began to toil 
on the tunnels in the San Fernando mountains. A branch line to 
Anaheim was constructed. Los Angeles would not continue to be 
an insignificant pueblo. 

By 1878 the Southern Pacific absorbed the Los Angeles & 
Independence Railroad. By 1875 the Santa Fe arrived in the 
City and in 1905 through service to Salt Lake began over the 
Los Angeles, San Pedro & Salt Lake Railroad, which was later 
purchased by the Union Pacific in 1921. 

In this era of expansion the City Attorneys were called upon 
increasingly by the City Council to assist in the collection of 
delinquent taxes, to help secure legislation in Sacramento, to 
assert the water rights of the City in the Los Angeles River. 
It must also be said that their advice was sought to stave off the 
City’s creditors, who, in view of tax delinquencies so prevalent, 
frequently were considerably delayed in receiving their due. 

On February 17, 1870. a claim was made for a reward for 
highway robbers captured by Col. Chipley. At another time the 
Los Angeles & San Pedro Railroad had run an extension from 
Commercial to Aliso Streets and it was necessary to order the 
company to remove it for want of authority. The growth of 
the City and confusion concerning its records required that the 
City Attorney search out the records in the U. S. Land Office. 
Suits over water rights were frequent. Ordinances were so nu- 
merous that Wm. McPherson was hired to codify the same for 
$400 in gold coin. 

Andrew J. King, City Attorney, had a varied career. He served 
as undersheriff of the County and likewise became District Judge 
succeeding Judge Dryden on Dryden's death. 

As undersheriff, King, in 1866, fell into an altercation with 
Carlisle over the outcome of a murder trial. The next day King’s 
brothers, Frank and Huston, saw Carlisle at the Bella Union 
Hotel and a gun fight ensued. Carlisle shot and killed Frank 
King, and in turn was riddled with bullets by Huston King, who 
likewise fell from Carlisle’s shots. Huston King was tried for 
Carlisle’s murder but was acquitted. In the fight another early 
City Attorney, J. H. Lander (1858-1859) of Los Angeles was 
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accidentally wounded. During Civil War days, King was arrested 
by the U. S. Marshal, who apparently had some doubt as to his 
Union loyalties. King had been a member of the State Legisla- 
ture in 1859 and 1860. He published the Los Angeles News, 
which was the first daily south of San Francisco, from 1865 to 
1872. 

Frank Howard was the son and partner of General Volney 
Howard and the brother of Charles Howard, who was killed in 
a fight in 1869 by Dan Nichols, son of ex-Major Nichols. Frank 
Howard's father had been United States Senator from Mississippi, 
a representative in the California Constitutional Convention, and 
a Judge of the Superior Court. When his father came to Los 
Angeles, Frank Howard was a doctor practicing in Mexico. He 
came to Los Angeles, studied law and formed the well-known 
partnership of Smith, Howard and Smith. 

\. W. Hutton is still remembered by many Los Angeles lawyers. 
\ native of Alabama, he and three brothers saw service with the 
Confederacy. He came to California in 1869 and entered the 
office of Glassell and Chapman. For forty-six years he had offices 
in the Temple Street Block situated on the site of the present 
City Hall. In 1874, as City Attorney, he personally drafted the 
first special charter of the City. In 1887 he was appointed to the 
Superior Bench. Later he served as U. S. District Attorney. In 
1901 he was a member of the Board of Freeholders to prepare a 
new charter for the City. 

Colonel Godfrey served during the Civil War. In 1876 he 
became City Attorney, and was marshal in the big centennial 
parade on July 4, 1876. In 1884, one Hunt killed his neighbor, 
Gillis, at El] Monte. Godfrey returned from a visit to the widow 
of Gillis and children, to find a crowd gathered to lvnch Hunt. 
Godfrey addressed the crowd, stating that charity for the widow 
and orphans should be considered before justice for the killer. 
So saying, he passed his commodious hat. With this, the crowd 
dispersed. 

None of these gentlemen, eminent in law and public affairs, 
was able to stop the local tong war and massacre of Chinese, 


which had international repercussions. Of that we will write 


later. 


(To be continued in an early issue.) 
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SILVER MEMORIES 
(Continued from page 391) 

William Jennings Bryan died recently in Dayton. Em- 
bracing the principles of the Democratic party from early youth, 
Bryan entered the political arena and in 1891 and 1893 was a 
member of the House of Representatives from Nebraska. He 
became known to the country at large in 1896 when he was nomi- 
nated for the presidency by the Democratic party after his famous 
“cross of gold” speech. In 1908 he was nominated as his 
party’s presidential candidate but William Howard Taft de- 
feated him. His influence with his party continued despite 
three failures to reach the White House, and when Woodrow 
Wilson was elected president, Bryan was selected as his Sec- 
retary of State. He served from March 4, 1913, to June 9, 
1915, resigning when he was unable to agree on certain poli- 
cies with the President. Bryan was greatly interested in the 
prevention of war, and succeeded in negotiating 30 treaties 
with foreign governments, all aimed at substituting arbitration 
for war in the settlement of international disputes. 

x * * 

Four hundred and eighty statutes enacted by the last Legis- 
lature became effective July 24th. Among the more important 
of the new laws are the Municipal Port District Act which 
will permit the formation of the Greater Los Angeles-long 
3each Harbor; creating Municipal Courts in Los Angeles 
County; regulating the employment of children under 2 years 
of age in entertainments; amending the State motor vehicle 
law, one of which forbids use of evidence obtained with “speed 
traps’ and another of which requires an applicant for license 
to submit satisfactory evidence of mental and physical fitness; 
providing that at least half the time in elementary schools he 
devoted to studying of reading, writing, arithmetic and lan 
guage; and making it a misdemeanor for employers to fail to 
provide compensation insurance to protect employees who 


might be injured. le i 


An immediate ruling from the State Supreme Court will be 
sought on a test case to solve the difficulties faced concerning 
the new Municipal Courts. The law provides that municipal 
courts established in a city shall supersede all lower courts in 
townships, the boundaries of which lie wholly or in part within 














422 Los ANGELES BAR BULLETIN 
the limits of the city establishing the municipal courts. It 
has developed that the 150 foot shoestring strip of Long Beach 
lies partly in the township of Los Angeles. Since Long Beach 
will establish its own court in the near future, the new beach 
court will take precedence over the Los Angeles courts, and 
the Los Angeles judges will belong to Long Beach. The un- 
usual quirk in the law might mean the extinction of the 
courts presided over by Justices Baird, Scott, Ambrose, Bal- 
lard, Russill, Marchetti, Blake, Wood and Forbes. 


* * * 


Several bills recently before the Legislature would change the 
Motor Vehicle Act in various respects, including measures 
that bathing-girl stickers can no longer adorn windshields 
or rear windows; automobiles manufactured prior to 1919 
which do not operate on a battery and electrical system will 
be given until September 1927 to comply with the headlight 
laws; and automobiles cannot hereafter be lawfully operated 


without mufflers. 2 <s 


David A. Faries, formerly general counsel and now consult- 
ing counsel for the Automobile Club of Southern California: 
Frederick W. Williamson, formerly associated with Bauer, 
Wright & Macdonald, and Edward Heizman, until recently 
an associate counsel of the Automobile Club, have formed a 
new law partnership under the name of Faries and William- 


son. - 2 & 


Wilshire Boulevard, west of Western Avenue, will continue 
to be a residential street and remain zoned against business, 
by decision of the City Planning Commission following a 
public hearing at the City Hall. Opponents of changing the 
zone argued that Wilshire should be kept a street of beautiful 
residences, that business platting would produce a serious 
key-lot situation, that business buildings on the thoroughfare 
would be spotted due to restrictions which run with some 
tracts that prohibit the erection of commercial structures. 

x * 

All Russians in Bulgaria have been arrested, whether or not 
they are communists, according to advices from Sofia. The 
recent Svet Kral cathedral bomb explosion is believed by the 
Bulgarian government to be the opening move in a plan for 
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the overthrow of the government and the proclamation of a 
provisional Soviet regime. The members of the proposed 
coup have been cooperating with communist organizations in 
Serbia and Czecho-Slovakia where Kol Demitroff, Todoroff 
and Oboff are said to be leaders. 

* * * 

Mayor George E. Cryer in his annual message to the City 
Council urged that a united effort be made to have Congress 
become acquainted with the need of a high dam on the Colo- 
rado River; early settlement of the controversy over a civic 
center; establishment of municipal courts; investigation into 
the need for a home for itinerant workingmen; and a pro- 
posed river truck highway. 

a ae. 

Ten treaties with foreign countries have been negotiated 
by Secretary of State Kellogg which should do much to stop 
the flood of illicit liquor coming into this country. Treaties 
with Canada and Mexico should frustrate the bootlegging 
fraternity along our borders. The Coast Guard is making 
final plans for a highly concentrated drive against foreign rum 
runners. Three hundred speed boats, 20 Naval destroyers 
and 1,000 men comprise the dry navy. By the middle of summer 
the greatest law enforcement campaign in prohibition history 


will be in full swing. 


* * x 
James L. Irwin, local attorney, has been appointed Referee 
in Bankruptey by Federal District Judges Wm. P. James, 
P. J. McCormick and E. J. Henning to succeed Force Parker, 
who has occupied the office for the past 10 years. Attorney 
Irwin has been practicing in Los Angeles since 1906. He 
graduated from the University of Michigan Law School and 
served in the army in the late war. 
* * x 
The possibility exists that Los Angeles will soon be in direct 
air mail connection with the East. Pledges have been secured 
of a sufficient volume of mail to make a “feeder” line from this 
city to tap the main line system at Salt Lake. The planes 
would be permitted to carry passengers as well as mail, and 
would take off, land and be cared for at the municipal landing 
field at Griffith Park. A schedule of 19 hours between Los Ange- 


les and Salt Lake would be maintained. 









































